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Campaigner resigns over 
parish council in-fighting 


By JON AUSTIN 

Political reporter 
jon-3ustm<S>nqexom 

A LEADING figure in the 
battle against illegal trav- 
eller sites has quit his 
]>arish council seat after 
in-fighting among fellow 
campaigners. 

John Dornan has 
resigned from Ramsden 
Crays Parish Council, fol- 
lowing a row with Crays 
Hill Residents’ Association 
members on the council. 

In April, the Echo predict 
ed a power struggle when 
residents' association 
chairman Tina Borer suc- 
cessfully stood for the 
parish council. 

Her election meant three 
of the council's five mem 
bers were also in the resi- 
dents’ association, giving it 
effective control. 

Mr Dornan, also a Tory 
district councillor, has been 


HOW COUNCILLORS CAME TO FALL OUT 


APRIL 2006 

Crays Hill Residents' 
Association forms to 
work alongside Ramsden 
Crays Parish Council on 
traveller issue 
MAY 2007 

Parish councillor John 
Dornan tells association 
members to “wake up 
and smell the coffee” 

at loggerheads with the 
association since one of its 
members complained about 
him to the Standards Board 
for England. 

He also suggested they 
should "wake up and smell 
the coffee" after they criti- 
cised Basildon Council’s 
Tory leader Malcolm 
Buckley for not coming to a 
meeting. 

Mr Dornan says he 


when they criticise 
Basildon Council leader 
Malcolm Buckley for 
missing a packed 
meeting about travellers 
SEPTEMBER 2007 
Residents' association 
member Carole Peake 
reports parish councillor 
John Dornan to the 
Standards Board for 

resigned after the three 
association councillors 
voted to remove a record of 
him distancing himself 
from comments by Ms 
Borer, said to be critical of 
Basildon Council. 

He added: “Since the 
recent elections, the direc- 
tion the parish council is 
taking is not one I 
wish to be associated with. 
"I was appalled by the 


England over his 
comments. The board 
later rules he has done 
nothing wrong 
JANUARY 2008 
The parish council and 
residents’ association 
fall out over future 
traveller site provision. 
The association criticises 
the council for not 

suggestion by one council 
lor at a public meeting that 
Basildon Council could not 
be trusted to give honest 
answers. 

"Without the continued 
support of Basildon 
Council. Crays Hill would 
be dead in the water. 

“Previously the parish 
council has shown restraint 
and conducted itself with 
integrity." 


supporting its £25.000 
plans for a nature 
reserve in Crays Hill 
recreation ground 
MAY 2008 

A power struggle looks 
likely on the parish 
council after residents’ 
association chairman 
Tina Borer is elected to 
the parish council. 

He went on: “Alongside 
the chairman, David 
Mcpherson-Davis, I have 
given my best in sustaining 
the campaign to challenge 
the unauthorised develop- 
ment at Dale Farm. 

“I now find my position 
untenable." 

Mr McPherson-Davis said 
at the meeting he had to 
remind members of the 
public several times to stop 


Previously, 
the parish 
council has 
shown 
restraint and 
conducted 
itself with 
integrity 

interrupting at the latest 
meeting. 

He said: “1 was deeply 
concerned by the behaviour, 
both of councillors and 
members of the public." 

Ms Borer refused to com- 
ment on the row. 

HAVE YOUR SAY 
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Boy robbed of his bike by young thugs 


THUGS robbed a young boy of his 
bike in a violent street attack. 

The boy was riding along 
Brackendale Avenue in Pitsea 
when he was approached by two 
teenagers, who asked for direc- 
tions to Pitsea Market. 

Without warning, one of the 
youths ordered him to hand over 
the bike. 

He grabbed the handlebars, sat 


on the bike and told the terrified 
victimto hand over his phone, too. 

The boy refused and ran off. but 
the thieves escaped with his black 
Thunderbolt bike, worth £100. 

Laura Anderson of Basildon 
police urged witnesses to come 
forward. 

She said: “This was a terrifying 
experience for the young victim. 

"We have very distinctive 


descriptions of his attackers, so 
hopefully someone will recognise 
them and come forward.” 

Police describe both robbers as 
Afro-Carribbean and aged 16 to 18. 

One was 5ft lOins, tall, well- 
built. with short, dark hair, a spot- 
ty complexion, with scars on both 
eyes. He wore a blue hooded 
jumper, grey jogging bottoms and 
black trainers. 


The other youth was 5ft 8ins 
tall, also well built, with hair 
shaved at the sides of his head and 
possibly an afro or Mohican hair- 
style on top. 

He wore a brown zip-up jacket, 
grey bottoms and black trainers. 

Witnesses to the robbery, at 
4.10pm on Thursday, are asked to 
contact Basildon Police on 
0300 3334444. 





